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£310k

Christmas Appeal 2019 
A Time to Give and Share

And the Glasgow Celtic will be there!

Thank You!
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Monday, December 23, 2019

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your wonderful support of Celtic FC Foundationôs 2019 Christmas Appeal.

In honour of our founding fathers, it lies at the heart of our Clubôs humble and charitable 

beginnings as it aims to help those in our communities who need it most.

Thanks to your generosity, we are delighted to confirm that this yearôs Appeal has 

been our most successful to date, raising an incredible net total of £310k.

We wanted to help hundreds of families within our communities who are facing poverty. 

Giving them the kind of Christmas most of us take for granted. With lots of food on the table 

and gifts for the kids. We also aimed to support pensioners on our doorstep, by lending a 

hand at a difficult time of year. And through our charity partners, we hoped to make a 

massive difference to the lives of children, the homeless, those living in refuge, refugees 

and those facing other challenges. 

The support we have received for the Appeal from across the globe has been immense, 

heartwarming and humbling. This year we have been in a position to help so many families, 

pensioners and charity partners and that is a credit to every single individual or organisation

who gave us cash, toys, or the gift of their time to help us help those who need it the most.

Christmas is a time to give and share ïand the Glasgow Celtic were most definitely there.

In Summary, donations were made as follows:

Å 85.2% Glasgow and West of Scotland

Å 7.1% Ireland 

Å 6.4% London 

Å 1.3% Overseas (Ottawa)

Å Glasgow/West of Scotland families with children £117k

Å Irish families with children £12k

Å Children £81.5k

Å Local OAPs £10k

Å Womenôs Aid charities Ã20k

Å Homeless, refugees, other vulnerable groups £69.5k

3



Beneficiaries

Thanks to the wonderful assistance received through the Appeal, we have been able to 

support the following: 

645 families in Glasgow, North and South Lanarkshire, Belfast/Lisburn and Dublin who are 

facing poverty and hardship, with a significant Christmas gift. Families are nominated 

largely by Primary Schools but also other agencies including Foodbanks in Coatbridge and 

Bellshill and Womenôs Aid organisations in Ireland.

100 vulnerable pensioners in the North and East of Glasgow, who were each given a 

significant Christmas Voucher.

27 grass roots, local charities and organisations who support children, the homeless, 

refugees and those living in refuge, including:

Glasgow East Womenôs Aid

A Christmas meal, gifts and outings for families in the refuge. Ten ladies also attended our 

Ghirls for Good event on a complimentary basis - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17116

Scottish Refugee Council

Seasonal support for refugee families who have just arrived in Scotland as well as other 

vulnerable or disadvantaged refugee families - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17245

Refuweegee

Welcome packs for every refugee who arrives in the city. Each pack contains three 

categories of items; essentials, Glasgow welcome and óletters from the localsô.
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Simon Community Scotland

A Christmas lunch for around 120 service users was held atCeltic Park on Sunday, 

December 1. It was attended by Celtic legend and Club Ambassador, Tom Boyd.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17190

Glasgow Childrenôs Hospital Charity

We donated a Christmas gift for children living with 

long-term health conditions, and fun activities for those 

who sadly need to spend the festive period in hospital. 

A donation of £10,000 was officially presented by the 

Celtic first team during their visit to the hospital on 

Tuesday, December 10. 

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17239
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Glasgow City Mission

An evening drop-in service ïa lifeline which draws over 130 people in each night, for those 

who are experiencing homelessness, poverty and social isolation, to enjoy a healthy, 

nourishing two-course dinner - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17310  

Loaves & Fishes

Meals for the homeless in a beautiful restaurant environment -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17098

The Wayside Club

A refuge and a hot meal during the festive period for the homeless -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17296

The Invisibles

Support on the streets for Glasgowôs homeless through the provision of sleeping bags, 

clothing, footwear, toiletries and signposting - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17104

Salvation Army Parkhead

Supporting local families and pensioners who are struggling through the provision of food, 

clothing, toys, advice and other support for the homeless -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17159

St. RochôsFC Foundation

A pantomime and a meal in Glasgowôs city centre, before heading back to James McGrory

Park for members of the local community - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17126

Glasgow Night Shelter

Emergency shelter for the cityôs destitute asylum seeker men, who cannot access statutory 

homelessness services due to their immigration status. Our support allowed them to extend 

the opening hours over the festive period, to accommodate guests during the daytime, 

provide meals, activities and companionship on Christmas Day and Hogmanay -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17215

Elpis Centre

Providing a place to stay, a Christmas meal and gifts and festive outings for young women 

aged 16-25 who have found themselves homeless or have been in care for varying periods 

of time - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17147

Spirit Aid

Food hampers, toys and clothing to those in need in the West of Scotland -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17197
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Glasgow Womenôs Aid

Provision of food, gifts and outings for women and their families who are affected by 

domestic abuse.

PEEK

Winter coats, wellies/shoes, school uniforms, hampers and gifts for disadvantaged children 

and families this Christmas - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17301

Glasgowôs Number 1 Baby & Family Support Service

Christmas packs of toys and clothing for disadvantaged children in the city -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17260

Refugee Survival Trust

The provision of bus passes for asylum seekers and refugees in Scotland who have no 

other source of income. This simple measure opens doors to friendship and integration, 

ushering in a new year filled with hope for many people who have fled to Scotland to seek 

safety and a new beginning.

Help the Homeless

Provision of hot food and other items over the festive period for those in our city who are 

experiencing homelessness.

Homeless at Christmas

Gifts, sweet treats and clothing to those experiencing homelessness.

Childrenôs Parties

We hosted three Christmas parties at Celtic Park for 923 local primary and nursery children, 

including gifts. The schools/nurseries were St Denisô, Alexandra Parade, St Anneôs, 

Dalmarnock, St Rochôs, Barmulloch, Cranhill, Royston, St Teresaôs, Saracen, Broomlea, St 

Mungoôs, St Francisô and Keppoch Nursery. Frist team players Jeremie Frimpong, Leigh 

Griffiths, Mikey Johnston, Jozo Simunovic, Kristoffer Ajer and Ryan Christie paid a special 

visit over the course of the three parties. In addition, hampers were gifted to 539 families. 

Two of the parties plus hampers were funded by private donors.

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17281 http://www.celticfc.net/news/17304
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We also supported charities and other groups in London, Dublin, Belfast and Ottawa:

St Anneôs Primary School, Whitechapel

Christmas outings and a party for children at the school, the vast majority of whom are from 

disadvantaged families. Brother Walfrid became Head Teacher at the school, after his time 

at Celtic - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17176

St Anneôs Church, Whitechapel

Support for pensioners and families in the local community who are disadvantaged and for 

those experiencing homelessness - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17176

Cardinal Hume Centre, London

Home to 35 young people facing homelessness ïoffering fun festive outings, dinner on 

Christmas day, gifts and round the clock support staff. Over the festive season, the centre 

will also host three parties for over 180 local children and parents who are facing 

disadvantage and poverty - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17176

Borderline UK

Provision of warm clothes and shoes for the homeless community in London.

Women's Aid Dublin 

A Christmas meal and gifts for a host of women and children in Dublin who are 

experiencing domestic violence - http://www.celticfc.net/news/17231

Women's Aid Belfast and Lisburn

Food and gifts for the women and children in the community in Belfast and Lisburn, to help 

ease the loneliness and stress of those who are experiencing domestic violence -

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17231

Ottawa Mission

A Christmas meal, gifts and activities for those who are homeless.

In consultation with the Ottawa CSC

http://www.celticfc.net/news/17176
http://www.celticfc.net/news/17176
http://www.celticfc.net/news/17176
http://www.celticfc.net/news/17231
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Gift Donations

As well as financial donations, we also received and passed on over 400 brand new toys 

and gifts which were donated by each attendee at our Ghirls for Good event and an 

allocation from St Jamesôs Place Wealth Management, Glasgow. These were distributed to 

local children who are sick or disadvantaged, and the following organisations benefitted 

from those wonderful contributions:

ÅBargeddie Toddlers Group

ÅChildren in Care in Edinburgh & Fife (the Cottage Family)

ÅGlasgow Children's Hospital Charity

ÅGlasgow East Women's Aid

ÅGlasgow North East Social Work

ÅGlasgow Women's Aid

ÅKids Out

ÅLoaves & Fishes

ÅSalvation Army Parkhead

ÅScottish Refugee Council

ÅSimon Community Scotland

ÅSpirit Aid
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